AFRICAN OPENINGS 


Ideas and symbols are not pure sources within them- 
selves. They are points of culmination. This is true of 
the negatively created ones, too. Humans as dynamic, 
thinking beings eventually challenge all ideas and sym- 
bols, thereby demolishing or recreating and recon- 
structing them toward new points. 


Symbols often appeal more to the intuition thando 
ideas. Yet symbols and ideas rely up6n both the intui- 
tive and the rational to some degree. Ideas often seem 
more explicit, but like symbols they too rely upon 
coding and encoding as functional knowledge con- 
structs and as forms of communication. 

Though confounding they may sometimes be, sym- 
bols and ideas propose clarifications, For in their most 
Positive sense, they work to communicate essences. 


New and old ideas and symbols balance and counter- 
balance. They create peace or flux. Ideas and symbols 
are never asleep within themselves. When people 
change aspects of their identity, for example, some 
idea is symbolized in whatever new aspect they may 
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THE WAY OF IDEAS AND SYMBOLS 


have taken on. 


Ideas and symbols can focus and compel the work- 
ing of the intellect. Being engaged with them may 
make one feel the distinction of the species as well as 
feel the species’ affinity to the Divine. 


Ideas contain, project, and transmit energy. Con- 
versely, they may stifle energy. Ideas determine atti- 
tudes. Ideas determine destiny. 

Acting as stimuli ideas may cause mental reactions 
that can be traced and sensed physiologically. Pre- 
sented under appropriate conditions, ideas can cause 
one’s energy to rise or fall. A simple idea attacking 
one’s self-esteem can make one’s energy level fall. It 
takes an idea as powerful to make it rise again. This is 
much of the way of ideas. 


Ideas are constructs and approximations of truth as 
we think we apprehend it. Ideas are constructs by 
which we may be prompted to investigate the nature 
of the real. Ideas are configurations functioning to 
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